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CITIES AS WATER SUPPLY CATCHMENTS PROGRAM 

Statement by Minister for Water 
MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Water) [2.07 pm]: I am pleased to announce that on 
24 October I launched the Cities as Water Supply Catchments program Western Australian research node, to be 
based at the University of Western Australia. The Liberal–National Government is proud to be part of the Cities 
as Water Supply Catchments program, a national collaborative science and research project focused on 
identifying ways to better manage stormwater to provide safe, cost-effective, alternative water supplies for the 
community and on reducing the demand on potable water resources. 

Researchers will work to identify water-sensitive urban design techniques. These will enhance the liveability of 
our cities by delivering improvements in urban landscapes and waterway health—improvements that will be 
achieved through working with nature to reduce urban temperatures and to keep our cities and towns greener. 
These outcomes will deliver benefits to all Western Australians, and the Liberal–National Government has 
committed just over $1 million over the three-year life of the program, with $750 000 of that funding coming 
from agencies within my water and environment portfolios. That is a significant investment in our commitment 
to innovation and research in the area of water science. 

The consortium behind this national program comprises 19 Western Australian research partners, government 
agencies and industry, who together have committed a total of $1.7 million. Our University of Western 
Australia–based research node is only the second of its kind in Australia, and will specifically address WA’s 
different climate and hydrogeological conditions. As a result of work carried out here in WA, program outcomes 
will be adapted into a national program that will suit different local conditions and focus on better management 
of urban stormwater and groundwater. 

It is great to see that the WA research node, in collaboration with Monash University, will bring together leading 
researchers from the University of Western Australia, as well as colleagues from the CSIRO and Edith Cowan 
University. They will work with WA consortium partners to deliver industry-relevant science suited to our state 
and its unique conditions. 

The launch was also associated with a two-day workshop that saw eastern states and WA researchers work with 
the WA consortium partners to develop a work plan for the WA research node. From a state government 
perspective, it is extremely important to have such eminent partners working on local research outcomes and to 
be participating in national urban water science. The government supports all initiatives that seek to ensure our 
water resources are thoroughly researched and effectively managed as part of our commitment to water security 
for the economic and social development of Western Australia.  
 


